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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Strength
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF ESTHER
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Esther will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Esther will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that the men of the great assembly were the most likely authors of the book of Ezra.

I. The Title
II. Historical Background
III. Authorship
A. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that the men of the great assembly wrote the books of Ezekiel , the Twelve prophets, Daniel , and Esther.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 3]

3] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
The book of Esther was written during or after the Babylonian Captivity. 

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 4]

4] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the Babylonian Captivity of the nation of Israel, the author of the book of Ezra chose to write using the literary style of the historical narrative. Thus, the book of Ezra is assigned to the literary genre called "historical narrative literature." 

Note New Testament parallels with the book of Esther:
1. The rejection of Vasti and the receiving of Esther is almost parallel to God turning to the Gentiles after the Jews rejected Jesus Christ's Lordship. 

2. God goes to the uttermost parts of the world to find open hearts, just like King Ahasuerus went to all of the provinces to find a young virgin. 

3. King Ahasuerus nurtured and clothed Esther with beauty, just like God had nurtured and clothed Israel with beauty.

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 5]

5] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Esther , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Esther for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
Bush says the book of Esther serves the dual purpose as a "festival etiology" that records the origin of the Jewish Feast of Purim as well as a "festival lection" that serves as a guide for retelling this part of Jewish history at the Feast of Purim. 6]

6] Frederic W. Bush, Ruth , Esther, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 9, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 306.

VIII. Thematic Scheme
Perhaps the most well know words in the book of Esther Isaiah , "who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this" ( Esther 4:14). Thus, the book of Esther reveals God's divine intervention in the affairs of His people to bring about His plan of redemption for mankind.

Esther 4:14, "For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father"s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"

IX. Literary Structure
I. Predestination ( Esther 1:1-22) - Esther 1:1-22 records how God orchestrated through divine providence the fall of a pagan queen in order to raise up Esther to the office of queen over the Persian Empire to redeem God's people Israel. In His divine foreknowledge God predestined the redemption of the children of Israel through Queen Esther.

II. Calling ( Esther 2:1-23) - Esther 2:1-3 records the calling of Esther to be queen over the Persian Empire. emphasizes the next phase of a believer's spiritual journey in the fact that Esther was chosen by the king to join his harem of virgins. This symbolizes our acceptance into God's favour when we accept Jesus as our Saviour. Esther 2:10-14 emphasizes the period of purification that all the virgins of the royal harem were required to experience. This symbolizes a believer's time of sanctification by separation from this world. Esther 2:15-23 emphasizes the phase in which Esther receives her divine commission as queen.

III. Justification ( Esther 3:1 to Esther 8:17) - Ezra 3:1 to Ezra 8:17 reflects the time of justification in the life of Esther and the Jews; for they obtained the king's favour and were delivered from the destruction of their enemy Haman.

IV. Glorification ( Ezra 9:1 to Ezra 10:3) - Ezra 9:15 to Ezra 10:3 reflects the time of glorification of Esther and her people Israel, when they had rest from their enemies ( Esther 9:22) under the reign of King Ahasuerus.

X. Outline of Book
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EXEGESIS AND COMMENTS
01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-22 

Esther 1:1-22 — The Rejection of Queen Vashti - Esther 1:1-22 records the story of King Ahasuerus rejecting Queen Vashti, setting the stage for Esther to become queen in her place. 

The Need for Love and Respect in the Institution of Marriage- A man's desire for respect from his wife is clearly illustrated in the story of King Ahasuerus' rejection of Queen Vashti ( Esther 1:1-22). The opening story of the book of Esther is about a man's desire for respect from his wife. During a royal banquet, the king asked the queen to present herself before his peers in order to boast of her beauty. Because she refused, perhaps to avoid feeling humiliated before a group of vulgar, drunken, lustful men, the king rejected her as his queen. There is no love or romance involved in this decision. The king's decision was driven strictly by his desire for respect from a wife. Had the king loved the queen, he would have considered her feelings and emotions behind her decision. In contrast, God commands the husband to love his wife, a practice that encourages the wife to respect her husband ( Ephesians 5:33). She had great honor and respect in hosting the wives of the nation's leaders. Now, she was compelled to be displayed before a group of vulgar men who would look at her with envy and lust. Instead of obeying the king, the queen disrespected her husband because he disrespected her.

Ephesians 5:33, "Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband."

Esther 1:1 Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and twenty provinces:) 
Esther 1:1 — "Now it came to pass" - Comments- A number of books in the Old Testament begins with the common Hebrew idiom "and it came to pass" ( וַיְהִי), made from the conjunction ( ו) "and" and the imperfect verb ( הָיָה) "to be." Douglas Stuart identifies the books that commence with this Hebrew construction as Joshua ,, Judges ,, 1 Samuel ,, Ruth ,, Esther ,, Jonah , and Lamentations (LXX). 7] This phrase is used at least three hundred eighty eight (388) times in the Old Testament to begin narrative stories, and to move the plot from one scene to another within the narrative material. Although some of the books listed above are a part of a collection of narratives that follow a chronological order, Stuart believes this opening phrase is intended to begin a new book.

7] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -, Jonah , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Introduction: Form/Structure/Setting."

Esther 1:1 — "in the days of Ahasuerus" - Comments- Scholars take two different approaches as to the meaning of the name Ahasuerus ( אֲחַשְׁוֵרֹושׁ) (H 325). It may be used as a Persian title or as a proper name.

1. The Name was used as a Title - Some scholars tell us that the word "Ahasuerus" was a title used for the kings of Persia. This view is supported by the fact that we find this same name used in Daniel 9:1 and in Ezra 4:6 and they probably refer to different kings that the one mentioned in the book of Esther. It is also supported by the fact that the Hebrew words ( אֲחַשְׁדַּרְפָּן) (H 323) used four times in the book of Esther for "lieutenants" and ( אֲחַשְׁדַּרְפָּן) (H 324) used nine times in the book of Daniel for "princes" are similar in their primitive roots to the Hebrew word "Ahasuerus." Thus, the primitive root for these three Hebrew words suggests it serves as a title of leadership.

King Ahasuerus in Esther probably refers to a king named Xerxes according to the testimony of ancient historical documents regarding the Persian kingdom. The name probably refers to the Persian king Xerxes I (486-465 B.C.) (HALOT).

2. The Name was a Hebrew corruption of a Persian Name- Some scholars suggest that the Persian name Xerxes is formed from the Hebrew name Ahasuerus and that the word Xerxes is simply a Greek corruption of the Persian word "Khshayarsha." Thus, the Hebrew name Ahasuerus may simply be a variant of the name Persian/Greek name Xerxes. 

Scholars now generally agree that the name refers to Xerxes I, who ruled Persia from 485 to 465 B.C. He would have been the grandson of Cyrus the great (550-530 B.C.) and son of Darius I (520 to 486 B.C.). King Ahasuerus would have been the fourth king of the Persian Empire, but the first to bear the name Xerxes. 8]

8] Frederic Bush says, "…the author meant the first Persian king to bear that name, the fourth king of the Persian empire, Xerxes I, who ruled from 485 to 465 b.c." See Frederic W. Bush, Ruth , Esther, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 9, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Esther 1:1.

Esther 1:1 — "from India even unto Ethiopia" - Comments- BDB tells us the Hebrew word "India" "Hoduw" ( הֹדּוּ) (H 1912) refers to "the country surrounding the Indus, mentioned as the eastern border of the empire of Ahasuerus." The Enhanced Strong says that it is used twice in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "India 2." This Hebrew word is only found in the book of Esther ( Esther 1:1; Esther 8:9).

Esther 1:3 In the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being before him:
Esther 1:3 — "In the third year of his reign" - Comments- Historians say that King Ahasuerus is identified as Xerxes I, who reigned 485 to 464 B.C. His third year would be 482 B.C. 9]

9] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Ahasuerus." 

Esther 1:3 — "the power of Persia and Media" - Comments- The ancient empire of Persia flourished from 539 to 331 B.C. At this time, Media was the most important province of Persia. 10]

10] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Persia," and "Media." 

Esther 1:1-3 — Comments - The Times of the Gentiles- The times of the Gentiles ( Luke 21:24) was ushered into world history through the prophecies of Daniel , where Israel's dominance subsided and the Gentile nations of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greek, and Roman empires would rise. This time began with the fall of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. Daniel 1:1 is the last biblical event in redemption history that is dated by the calendars of the kings of the nation of Israel. At this point forward, all redemptive events recorded in the Holy Scriptures will be dated around Gentile rules ( Daniel 2:1; Daniel 7:1; Daniel 8:1; Daniel 9:1; Daniel 10:1; Daniel 11:1, Ezra 1:1; Ezra 6:3; Ezra 7:1, Nehemiah 2:1, Esther 1:1-3, Luke 2:1-2; Luke 3:1-2). Even the book of Ezekiel seems to blend the Jewish calendar with the fall of Israel by the Babylonians in his collection of prophecies.

Luke 21:24, "And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled."

Esther 1:7 And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the vessels being diverse one from another,) and royal wine in abundance, according to the state of the king.
Esther 1:7 — "according to the state of the king" - Comments- Or, "according to the generosity of the king" (NKJV). 

BBE, "And they gave them drink in gold vessels, every vessel being different, and wine of the kingdom, freely given by the king."

Esther 1:7 — Comments- Figuratively speaking regarding Esther 1:7, our God has always been generous in pouring out His wine of the Holy Spirit in these last days.

Esther 1:10-13 — The Queen's Refusal to Obey the King - The plot of the book of Esther begins with the queen's refusal to come before the king. This event serves to foreshadow the climax of this story when Queen Esther will come before the king without being called.

Esther 1:10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king,
Esther 1:10 — "On the seventh day" - Comments- That Isaiah , on the seventh and last day of the king's seven-day feast (see Esther 1:5). 

Esther 1:10 — Word Study on "chamberlains" - Strong says the Hebrew word "chamberlains" ( סָרִיס) (H 5631) means, "a minister of state: chamberlain, eunuch, officer." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 42times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "eunuch 17, chamberlain 13, officer 12." Strong tells us that it comes from an unused Hebrew primitive root meaning, "to castrate," so that it would literally mean, "the castrated ones."

However, my observation is that this Hebrew word is similar to the Hebrew ( שַׂר) or ( סָרַר) (H 8269) used in Esther 1:14 for the word "princes" and very possibly coming from the same primitive root.

Esther 1:14 And the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, which saw the king"s face, and which sat the first in the kingdom;)
Esther 1:14 — Word Study on "princes" - Strong says the Hebrew word "princes" ( סָרַר) (H 8269) - This word means, "a head person (of any rank or class)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 421times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "prince 208, captain 130, chief 33, ruler 33, governor 6, keeper 3, principal 2, general 1, lords 1, misc 4." Strong says this Hebrew title comes from the primitive root ( שָׂרַר) (H 8323), which means, "to have dominion."

Esther 1:13-14 — Comments- Seven Rulers - King Ahasuerus appointed seven leaders under him. This would be the equivalent to a presidential cabinet today. These leaders served also as his counsellors. Seven is a number of divine fulfilment, which symbolized this king's efforts to have perfect judgment and counsel in all matters. Esther 1:14 says these seven people were allowed to see the king's face. If this setting is a figurative of a type of setting by God in heaven, then these seven might represent the seven angels, which stood before God ( Revelation 8:2). 

Esther 1:14, "And the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, which saw the king"s face, and which sat the first in the kingdom;)"

Revelation 8:2, "And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets."

Esther 1:15-21 — The Advice Given to the King - In Esther 1:15-21 the king asks for advice, and one of seven gives him advice. Such advice is heeded by King Ahab in 2 Chronicles 18:19-21, which tells us that a spirit stands before the Lord in heaven and offers advice.

2 Chronicles 18:19-21, "And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one spake saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner. Then there came out a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, I will entice him. And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the LORD said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do even so."

Esther 1:19 If it please the king, let there go a royal commandment from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it be not altered, That Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal estate unto another that is better than she. 
Esther 1:19 — Comments- The first six times the name "Vashti" is used in the book of Esther , it is accompanied with the title of Queen. The last four uses of her name stand alone without a title because she has been stripped of being the queen.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-23 

Esther 2:5 Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite;
Esther 2:5 — "whose name was Mordecai" - Comments- The name Mordecai is considered of Babylonian origin, and not a Jewish name, just as Esther was also called by her Jewish name "Hadassah," and as did Daniel and his three friends. Frederic Bush says, "With high probability the name is derived from the name Marduk, the chief god of the Babylonian pantheon." 11] 

11] Bush, Frederic W, Ruth ,, Esther , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 9, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), S 362.

Esther 2:5 — "the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite" - Comments- Mordecai's genealogy is intentionally traced back to King Saul, the son of Shimei ( 2 Samuel 16:5-13), the son of Kish ( 1 Samuel 9:1). His adversary Haman will have his genealogy traced back to King Agag ( Esther 3:1). This narrative material clearly has the effect of building tension within the story, as any ancient Jew quickly remembers the story of Samuel instructing King Saul to destroy all remaining Amalekites. In Saul's disobedience, he spared the life of King Agag (see 1 Samuel 15:1-35).

1 Samuel 9:1, "Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power."

2 Samuel 16:5, "And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and cursed still as he came."

Esther 3:1, "After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him."

Esther 2:6 Who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captivity which had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away.
Esther 2:6 — Comments- Jeconiah (or Jehoiachin), the next to the last king of Judah, was exiled during the first Babylonian deportation of 597 B.C. (see 2 Kings 24:1-16, Jeremiah 24:1). 

2 Kings 24:12, "And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, Hebrews , and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign."

Jeremiah 24:1, "The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon."

King Xerxes reigned from 485 to 465 B.C. 12] The story of Esther begins in this king's third year of rule, which was around 482 B.C, which was one hundred and fifteen years after the first deportation of the Jews to Babylon. This calculation causes scholars a problem in identifying Mordecai with the first deportation of 597 B.C, making him well over one hundred and twenty years old, and Esther slightly younger. This age is impossible for Esther , and highly unlikely for Mordecai.

12] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Ahasuerus." 

A second view that Xerxes in the book of Esther is referring to an earlier king, such as Cyaxares or Darius, has been proposed, but is rejected by most scholars. A third view is to interpret this verse to mean that one of Mordecai's ancestors listed in the previous verse (Jair, Shimei, Kish) took part in the deportation. Bush believes the deportation mentioned in Esther 2:6 is referring to Kish, an immediate ancestor and the last person in this genealogy, or to Mordecai's ancestors collectively as a part of this deportation. 13] However, the context of the book of Esther leads its readers to contrast King Saul with King Agag, so that Kish is understood as Saul's father. Paton brings up the argument that the text does not read, "whose ancestors were carried captive," but, "who was carried captive," leading some scholars to discount this third view and conclude a fourth view that the author is in error. In my opinion, the most logical view is to understand the deportation to refer to Mordecai's genealogy collective.

13] Bush, Frederic W, Ruth ,, Esther , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 9, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), S 363.

Finally, it is possible that this individual is the same Mordecai who returned with Zerubbabel to rebuild Jerusalem in the second year of King Darius (c 520 B.C.) (see Nehemiah 7:7).

Nehemiah 7:7, "Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah ,, Prayer of Azariah , Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The number, I say, of the men of the people of Israel was this;"

Esther 2:7 And he brought up Hadassah, that Isaiah ,, Esther , his uncle"s daughter: for she had neither father nor mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, took for his own daughter.
Esther 2:7 — Word Study on "Hadassah" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Hadassah" means, "myrtle." Esther was her Persian name.

Esther 2:7 — Word Study on "Esther" - PTW says the Persian name "Esther" means, "star," and is derived from the pagan goddess Ishtar.

Esther 2:12 Now when every maid"s turn was come to go in to king Ahasuerus, after that she had been twelve months, according to the manner of the women, (for so were the days of their purifications accomplished, to wit, six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet odours, and with other things for the purifying of the women;)
Esther 2:12 — Comments- Don Colbert says that the cells of the body renew themselves entirely within the period of one year. Although some cells, such as the nerve cells, live for a lifetime, most cells do have a short lifespan and must be renewed. 14] The fact that Esther prepared her body for one year meant that the people in this time understood the healthy and beautifying effects that could be made in a person's body if given proper care for a period of one year.

14] Don Colbert, (Longwood, Florida: Divine Health and Wellness), interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Another aspect of these virgins spending one year to improve their beauty is that anyone of them having hidden diseases, such as sexually transmitted diseases (STD's), would become apparent during the course of the year. Thus, it was a way that the king was protected from contagious diseases that are transmitted through sexual activity.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-15 

Esther 3:1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him.
Esther 3:1 — "Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite" - Comments- While Mordecai's genealogy is intentionally traced back to King Saul, the son of Kish ( 1 Samuel 9:1), his adversary Haman will have his genealogy traced back to King Agag ( Esther 3:1). This narrative material clearly has the effect of building tension within the story, as any ancient Jew quickly remembers the story of Samuel instructing King Saul to destroy all remaining Amalekites. In Saul's disobedience, he spared the life of King Agag (see 1 Samuel 15:1-35).

1 Samuel 9:1, "Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power."

Esther 3:1, "After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him."

The Easton says Haman is called an Agaite because he was probably a descendent of a royal family of the Amalekites. Smith believes that Agag was a common name of the Amalekite kings ( 1 Samuel 15:8). This would help explain why Haman had such hatred towards the Jews.

1 Samuel 15:8, "And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword."

Amalek was the grandson of Esau.

Genesis 36:12, "And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau"s son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau"s wife."

The Amalekites were the first hostile foes that Israel faced in the wilderness. Moses then chose Joshua to lead Israel in battle against them ( Exodus 17:8-16). God later instructed Saul to destroy them through the prophet Samuel ( 1 Samuel 15:1-35). Because Saul did not utterly destroy this anti-Semitic race of people as God commanded him, the Jews were almost again because of one of them during the time of Esther.

Esther 3:7 In the first month, that Isaiah , the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that Isaiah , the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month to month, to the twelfth month, that Isaiah , the month Adar.
Esther 3:7 — "they cast Pur, that Isaiah , the lot" - Word Study on "Pur" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Pur" (H 6332) means "lot." 

Comments- They cast lots for each day of the year and each month of the year until it was decided that the twelfth month was the correct time to destroy the Jews. They did this lot casting in one day, not daily until the twelfth month, because on the thirteenth day of the first month ( Esther 3:12), the degree was signed.

Matthew Henry says, "Haman inquires, according to his own superstitions, how to find a lucky day for the designed massacre!" 15]

15] Matthew Henry, Esther, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Esther 3:7.

Esther 3:8 And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all people; neither keep they the king"s laws: therefore it is not for the king"s profit to suffer them.
Esther 3:8 — Comments- The same spirit that has tried to destroy Jewish people in Esther"s time has manifested itself several times throughout history under men like Pharaoh, Islam, and Hitler.

Esther 3:9 If it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed: and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver to the hands of those that have the charge of the business, to bring it into the king"s treasuries.
Esther 3:9 — "to bring it into the king"s treasuries" - Comments- Haman intended on spoiling the Jews" possessions after their destruction as a means of obtains this money to bring into the king"s treasuries ( Esther 4:7).

Esther 4:7, "And Mordecai told him of all that had happened unto him, and of the sum of the money that Haman had promised to pay to the king"s treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them."

Brenton reads, "If it seem good to the king, let him make a decree to destroy them: and I will remit into the king"s treasury ten thousand talents of silver." ( Esther 3:9)

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-17 

Esther 4:1-17 — The Jews Respond to the Royal Decree - In Esther 4:1-17 the Jews led by Mordecai respond to the royal decree by calling a fast and asking Queen Esther to plead mercy with the king. The nations of Israel and Judah had been utterly destroyed by their enemies in the past, and all of their people were now in captivity for the sins of their people. The Jews could no longer trust in their Jewish heritage for God's favour, for this had not delivered them in the past centuries. The Jews in exile now understood that they were now utterly dependent upon God's mercy and grace to deliver them. Esther approaches the king of Persian in like manner, asking for his undeserved favour delivering her people.

Esther 4:14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father"s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?
Esther 4:14 — Comments- If we do not witness, God will cut us off and raise up another in our place to speak His Gospel of peace in order to deliver His people ( James 4:17).

James 4:17, "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin."

Esther 4:13-14 — "and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" - Comments- We can see within this statement made my Mordecai Esther's divine commission. We often find a divine commission at the beginning of the story of God' servants in the Scriptures. We see in the book of Genesis that Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob each received their commissions at the beginning of their genealogies, which divide the book of Genesis into major divisions. We also see how Moses received his divine commission near the beginning of his story found within Exodus to Deuteronomy. Joshua received his commission in the first few verses of the book of Joshua. Also, we see that Isaiah , Jeremiah and Ezekiel each received a divine commission at the beginning of their ministries. The book of Ezra opens with a divine call to rebuild the Temple and the book of Nehemiah begins with a call to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which callings Ezra and Nehemiah answered. In the New Testament, we find Paul the apostle receiving his divine commission in Acts 9:1-22 at the beginning of the lengthy section on Paul's life and ministry. 

Each of these divine callings can be found within God's original commission to Adam in the story of Creation to be fruitful and multiply. For these men were called to bring the about the multiplication of godly seeds. The patriarchs were called to multiply and produce a nation of righteousness. Moses was called to bring Israel out of bondage, but missed his calling to bring them into the Promised Land. Joshua was called to bring them in to the land. Esther was called to preserve the seed of Israel, as was Noah, while Ezra and Nehemiah were called to bring them back into the Promised Land. All of the Judges , the kings and the prophets were called to call the children of Israel out of sin and bondage and into obedience and prosperity. They were all called to bring God's children out of bondage and destruction and into God's blessings and multiplication. The stories in the Old Testament show us that some of these men fulfilled their divine commission while others either fell short through disobedience or were too wicked to hear their calling from God.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14 

Esther 5:1 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king"s house, over against the king"s house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house.
Esther 5:1 — Comments - A man is visually attracted to the beauty of a woman's appearance. Esther made herself beautiful with her royal garments in order to enter the presence of the king. 

Esther 5:2 And it was Song of Solomon , when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that she obtained favour in his sight: and the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre.
Esther 5:2 — "she obtained favour in his sight" - Comments- Why did Esther receive the favour of the king? God moved on the heart of the King ( Proverbs 21:1).

Proverbs 21:1, "The king"s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will."

Esther 5:13 — Comments - The gallows was made fifty cubits high, which was about a hundred and fifty feet. The taller the gallows, the greater the number of people to witness the victim's death, and the greater humiliation for the victim as well.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-14 

Esther 6:6 So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour more than to myself?
Esther 6:6 — Scripture Reference- Note:

Proverbs 16:18, "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall."

Esther 6:10 Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king"s gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken.
Esther 6:7-10 — The King Honours Mordecai the Jew - Scripture Reference- Note 

Proverbs 19:12, "The king"s wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the grass."

07 Chapter 7 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-32 

Esther 9:10 The ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew they; but on the spoil laid they not their hand.
Esther 9:10 — Comments - The Jews had been given the authority to take the spoils of their enemies in the royal decree ( Esther 8:11). However, Esther 9:10; Esther 9:15-16 notes that the Jews avoided the spoils, perhaps to prove their integrity and noble intent in this warfare. Their intent was not to destroy lives, but rather, to protect their own.

Esther 8:11, "Wherein the king granted the Jews which were in every city to gather themselves together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the people and province that would assault them, both little ones and women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey,"

Esther 9:13 Then said Esther , If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews which are in Shushan to do to morrow also according unto this day"s decree, and let Haman"s ten sons be hanged upon the gallows.
Esther 9:13 — Comments - The question is asked as to why Queen Esther wanted to extend the Jewish assault a second day and to hang the ten sons of Haman who were already dead. Some suggest that Esther wanted to extend her wrath against the house of Haman by humiliating them. Others suggest that Esther wanted to instill enough fear in those people who remained loyal to Haman that they would not retaliate against the Jews in the future.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-3 

Esther 10:1-3 — Conclusion - Esther 1:1-3 serves as a conclusion to the book of Esther. The additional records of Mordecai's deeds are not recorded and preserved in the book of Esther , except for his role in delivering the Jews from the destruction by Haman. Perhaps God does not allow man to be exalted above Himself. The book of Esther is written to give glory to God for His great power and salvation to the righteous.

Esther 10:1 And the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land, and upon the isles of the sea.
Esther 10:2 And all the acts of his power and of his might, and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?
Esther 10:3 For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed.
